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The Scouts say hello to the Wee Minister at the botto
the Lairig Leacach.




Welcome!

We have received a lot of good feedback about Slatest Nawesas you can see there is a wealth
of interesting articles and information coming in to make this issue a great tegdu would
like to submit an article, lpase send anything, and we mean anything to Rob Matpas
rileyrob@btinternet.com Sheila McLear sheila@brecklet.co.ulor drop it into the Black
letterbox at the village hall.

The next issuss planned to go to printin JuR017, for delivery at the enaf the month. Deadline
for submissions is 1July. Unfortunately, due to holidays,ngthing submitted after this date
will not be included.

Co-op Community Fundraising

The first round of awards from the new -o@ membership communityop

fundraising schembave now been paid out as follows:

1 Ballachulish Sports andagpark Association £1395
91 4% Lochaber Scout Group £1365

1 Ballachulish Community Association £1335
Thank you to everyone who has helped raise this money for our local groitifis as easys
swiping your card each time you shdopefully there will be more details in the next issue of
Slatest News detailing how the money is being spent.
Thenext round is now underway, with money being raised for more worthwhile causes, so keej
swiping yourmembership cardThe groups looking for money this time are:

1 Ballachulish Sports and Playpark AssociatiphVe want to improve our playpark so
that our children have somewhere local to have fun, keep active and stay fit in the
process.

1 Ballachulish Commuity Association- We (with other community groups) would like
to purchase an electronic display board for the gable end of our hall.

91 Ballachulish PlaygroupWe wish to take the children on some trips to animals parks
and the sea life centre; money wiltlp pay for entry fees and transport.

So far each group has nearly £500 towards their projects.
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News from St Mundas Church of Scotland

5dzNENJ I yR {0 adzyRFI Q& t I NRAaK / KdzNOK
Over the last few months the church has been supportind\BgLochaber and Argyll) who
workt2 KSft LI NBFfdzZa3SSa Ay (GKA&a O2dzyGiNE FyR |
for donations and volunteers have helped to prepare homes for refugee families in
Kinlochleven and helped to sort donations in the centre in Fort William.

May is the monttfor Christian Aid and, callinigK SYa St @S a Wandn/frierh theld &
church, Ewan Smith, Bill Strachan and Jon Ure together with a friend, John Pullman, we
sponsored to walk the 96 miles of the West Highland W&ee front cover) They had a
great eyerience of this wonderfustretch of countryside over @ays, meeting lots of
interesting people and enjoying some good food and refreshment. Some of the track i
hard-going and not surprisingly they suffered some wear and tear along the way. Well don
to them all! Photos and film of the triwill be shown in the church on Sunday™3une.
Closer to home therevas a Christian Aid Lunch in Duror and Kentallen Hall on 18th May
where theusual excellent catering wanjoyed.

During May the General Asseiybof the Church of Scotland meand the outdoor
OStSoNIGA2Y FTNRY 9RAY 0 vaNB&seamed dIDyhEasburgh G |
Mackintosh Church in Fort William. As well as joining in with the events in Edinburgh ther
wasa local programmef interest and entertainment. Our Praise Bawds playing and
singing some modern hymns.

Now that there are increasing numbers df L h d
tourists around we look forward to OC SI e

welcoming visitors from far and near to joiff e
us at worship.
BALLACHULISH

Rev Sandy Stoddart Servicing MOTs
Diagnostics Brakes

AA WHYTE & SONS Tyres Clutches

- : Wheel Alignment
Plumbing & Heating Friendly Service

Registered Gas & Oil Installers )
West Quarry Ballachulish
For all your

d 8 | lochsidegarage@btconnect.com
& omestic & commercia .ﬂ 01855 811880

plumbing & heating
requirements
T: 01855811438/347 M: 07855813166

E: aawhyte@tiscali.co.uk ballachulishtyres.co.uk
A: Ar Dachaidh, West Laroch, Ballachulish, PH49 4JJ



mailto:lochsidegarage@btconnect.com

Vil lage Hall News

AGM
The Community Association held our
annual AGM just before Easter, aride
OKI ANRAa NBLERZNIL OfFy
of the proceedings, we amended our
constitution to increase the number of
trustees to 7, and duly elected 3 new truste

1 Sheila McLean who will be progressing the hall facilities project to create more

space for community use.

1 Marjorie Thornton who will be looking at creating a Museum space for the village

1 Sandy Stoddart who will be assisting with various aspects aigbeciations work.
We welcome them all, and look forward to working with them as these exciting projects
from the Community Action Plan progress.

Colours Fashion Shog10" June
High Street Fashion comes to Ballachulish with the Colours
CO u rS. Fashion Show. @®eshments and Raffle on the night and a
chance to buy some of the clothes after the show. Adult Ladies
[FUN]DRAISING clothes only. Tickets are £5 each.
FASHION SHOWS http://www.coloursfashionshows.com

Cupake Day 16" June
To heft LI NI} A&S vY2ySe F2NFesw SHivS)
Ballachulish Hall will host a Cupcake Day on Frid8y 1% ATl
June from 113pm. Coffee, tea and of course lots of
cupcakes will be available!

A

AIzhei;ﬁer’s
“.Society )

@

e G =) 5 > e
: #S<Ballachulish Rainbow Baby & Toddler Group :"{‘
;_: Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9.30 9 11.30 *‘* - |
£1.50 per child
'_,.:’.L (includes a shack)
= Everybody welcome!
gl Contact: Sara McLean

07826 187053
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BCA C hair Re por t 2017

The year 2016/17 has once again been an eventful and busy time for the hall. Sept 2016 saw t
well attended official roll out of the Ballachulish Communityear action plan (CAP) where
RdzZNAyYy 3 (GKS hLISy 5@ (KS yéassWasgrgsknied. Qa OA & A 2
One of the five themes identified was the Community and Recreational Facilities and Activitie
where the further development of the village hall was identified as a priority.

While this is clearly a project that requires feasibititydies and funding it also impacts on the
hall with a requirement for the appointment of more trustees.

A further priority was to improve facilities and activities for young people and | am pleased tc
report that as a result off the CAP the Youth Depaient Group now have weekly Youth Club
meetings in the hall while other priorities are being addres§e. arts and cultural activities).

As part of our ongoing hall improvements we were successfully awarded £8592 from the Bi
Lottery Fund. This enableds to purchase tables, chairs, storage trolleys, wipeable table
coverings and event signs for which we are hugely appreciative. The remainder of this grant
being used to pichase chairs for the comfort of our elderly community members.

We are also fortnate and grateful that we are one of the three local groups that have been
selected for the Cooperative funding awards and we plageta portable PA system which will

be more than well used at events.

As always we are pleased to see the variation inkoags that come through our doors. Dec 2016
saw the hall host a well attended and very enthusiastic Community Christmas Carols with th
Reverend Sandy Stoddart leading proceedings while in 2017 a highly entertaining and we
supported Burns Supper as asStizy & Fdzy RN} AaSNJ al ¢ GKS 0O2YYd
We would like to thank our regular income contributors for their loyalty and support. These
include our local country dancing group, shinty club, zumba classes, 4th Lochaber Scout Grot
cubs and kavers. A recent addition @ur YouthClub to which we extend a warm welcome.

Once again an energetic and enthusiastic fund raising committee continues to deliver and it |
immensely satisfying that regular events now on the calendar such as theRawek Christmas

alk Ny SG YR {lyilQa DNRGG2Y aAOlAS IyR aAyy
its 17" year) are very much enjoyed and commented on not just by our local community but
thanks to social media, from visitors from much furtheiekf.

Particular mention and thanks must also be expressed to not just the Ballachulish an
Glenachulish community for support and attendance at events but also to our surrounding
community partners from Glencoe, Kinlochleven, Nether Lochaber, Duror arid\Rlliam.
Rurally the onus is on us all to support, engage and share good practice in the challenging tim
which lie ahead.

In closing | would once again like to thahk hard work and commitmentfany fellow trustees

and committee members of the Bathulish Community Association.

Thank you,Jo Watt



4" Lochaber Scout Group
Beavers @ years, 5.3%.30pm

{ Couts Cubs 810% years, 6.48.45pm
e s o o Scotland Scouts 114 years, 8.15pm
All groups meet at Ballachulish Village Hall

Expedition Challenge

On the weekend othe 13" & 14" May,
Ballachulish  Scouts undertook theik
expedition challenge. This is one of
challenge awards they need to achieve
order to gain their Chief Scouts Gold Awar{’
and for many of our younger scouts it i
their first completed challengaward.

The weekend saw us travel to the Scou
camp site near Spean Bridge and pitch the tents. Then after lunch we undertook a 4 ho
walk, climbing up the Lairig Leacach, an old drovers route which ultimately connects wit
the head of Glen Nevis, Luiligibove Kinlochleven and Kingshouse. The Scouts had planne
the walk (with guidance) and were navigating. Once back at camp, the Scouts cooked the
own meal,which hadalso been planned in advan@md enjoyed games and a campfire
before lights out.

OnSunday morning, bleary eyed scouts and leaders had breakfast and packed up the ter
and equipment. There were a few sore feet
and weary muscles, but spirits were high as
we set off. We walked through the
Leanachan Forest, from the campsite to
Nevis Rangdrom where, after a bit of car
shuffling we headed home.

Scouts favourite bits:

Being away from home

The rope swing on the campsite

Cooking

Sleeping

Seeing Forestry Equipment

Going Home!

. And Capture the Flag, their favourite game!
b2 2yS &FAR gl f1Ay3axX




Community Company News ¢ June 2017

Yourcommunity, your Community CompanyA G Q& GAYS
One of our directors, Susan Saic| is standing down after $ears on the
board, most recently as our company secretary. She has been a thoug
and conscientious contributor; we would like record our appreciation to
Susan for all that she has done for the company.

I am also having to leave the board, so that will leave vacancies and plenty of room for fres
blood. Although the remaining members of thard will carry the company forwardhey
would hugely appreciatessne help. If you think that the companywsrthwhile, please come
forward to offer your support. Previous expertise or experience is not needed; enthusiasm,
little time and commitment are far more importan€ontactour chair, Jimmy Waugh, on 01855
811540,to register your interest and discover what you can do.

Community Empowerment?

Much as you would be very welcome if you were to offer your help to the board, it would be
misleading if | were to claim that you would immediately be pitched into lots of dynamic scheme:
to improve your community. The upcoming General Election, Brexigsipe Scottish
independence, and at best a lethargy about understanding and facilitating the Community
Empowerment Act, have created a perfect storm of political and bureaucratic impediments tc
progress for companies like ours.

Ongoing Work

A feasibilitystudy of having a private wire from the proposed River Laroch Hydro scheme
directly to the consumers, for the supply of electricity, is underway, being conducted by Ricard
Energy & Environment.

We are still trying to get an answer from Scottish Wateow@ttheir assets at Brecklet. We may
have to seek support from the Scottish Government and Community Land Ownershil
organisations, of which we are a member, in regard to this.

A local representative!

On a positive note, we can hope that now we have our &atiachulish resident on the Highland
Council after the recent elections, we might be able to give them an occasional nudge in the rigl
direction. Congratulations to Niall Maclean, the son of one of our directors, on his election a:
one of the four counidlors for the Fort William and Ardnamurchan ward.

l'YR AGQa 3JI22Ro0eS TNRY YSo
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in Norfolk, where | was born and brought up, since 1972, yet, ridiculously really, it still undeniabl
FSSta tA1S K2YSo {23 Fa L abGdzyoft$S Ayid2z2 2ftF
you alt and thank you for reading these newslkets! Mike



Barrs Stores

There is a building at the heart of our community that has been important since it was first buil
in the 1870s. When built, it wasn the main road through the village, a short distance from the
East Quarry.The exact date of catruction is not clear, but it is believed that the building was
already a year or two old when Barrs Stores moved in in 1880.

The shop quickly becantee most important store in the village, and over the next 70 years or
so the building was home to Hardware, drapers, butchers and grocers shops in the 3 shop uni
After the start of construction works at Kinlochleven, a branch was opened there todhare

was also a branch in Glencoe Village for several years. By the time that the railway arrived
1903 a bakery building had been built at the back of the stores, providing bread for the village.
In 1945 the Cap opened a branch in Ballachulish, whe€yaarry Cottages now stand, and for
the next 50 years there were two grocers stores in the village.

In 1978 theGrant family, descendants of the Barrs, sold the store just under a century after
establishing it. In the 1980s it was a Spar store, and hortreet@ost Office, whilst the old bakery
was a fish and chip shop. In 1987 planning permission was sought to convert and extend tt
former bakery to become a pub, which finally opened in 1991.

Then, in 1997, the Cop bought Barrs Stores and moved down tbad. Finally, in 2014, the €o

op moved into the new store and for the first time in at least 134 years the building stood empty.
A year later, local businessman Karl Griffin bought the old shop and started to redevelop it &
the Quarriers Kitchen, Takeawand eat in Fis& Chips and Pizzas.

Fish & Chips Pizzeria Ice Cream Bar

Ballachulish

Cheﬁm%/mnméﬁmam S%éLozE%eﬂbqy

quarrierskitchen.co.uk 01855 811600







